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HIPPARCOS 

TDS Mgr: N. A. Fanelli 
NOPE: R. E. Nevarez 

Launch Date: Launched August 8, 1989 

Project Resw -onsibilitv: European Space Agency (ESA) 

Source: SIRD 
Sponsor: NASA/ESA 

A. MISSION DESCRIPTION 

The primary objective of Hipparcos is to provide very accurate star map 
data and star position accuracies on the order of 2 arc seconds. 

B. FLIGHT PROFILE 

Hipparcos was planned to be in a geostationary orbit, but due to failure 
of the apogee motor, it is currently in a high elliptical orbit and has a 10.8 
hour period. 

C. COVERAGE 

Goldstone 26-m will provide 6-8 hours per day support for real-time 
telemetry and command. Mission-dependent equipment is required at Goldstone, 
and telemetry and command data will be transmitted from Goldstone to European 
Space Operations Control Center (ESOC) via satellite links. Operations 
support is scheduled to begin March 12, 1990. 
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